fPart Week.
The increase which was noted last month occurring in the number of cases of measles, rubella and pertussis lias been continued. In the cases of measles and pertussis the number of cases notified during the month of April has been almost double the amount notified during March and with the exception of measles these figures are very considerably in excess of the numbers recorded for the corresponding periods of last year.
The increase in the notifications from cliickenpox has been maintained but it looks as if the peak had been reached. Here again the number of notifications is in excess of those for April, 1952. In all other cases the figures compare very favourably with those usually attained at this time of year and they all show a slight drop in the numbers recorded for last month.
The birth rate has increased from 19.8 in March to 20.3. The rate for April, 1952, was 19.8.
The death rate has also improved, falling from 14.3 last month to 12.9. The rate for April, 1952, was 12.4 . As is to be expected the number of deaths from bronchitis and respiratory diseases shows a slight fall. On the other hand there is a slight increase in the number of deaths under one year of age. During the period under review it was 74. In March last the figure was 56. However, it is worthy of note that the figure for April, 1952, was 9(5.
